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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicants arguments with respect to claims 1-5 have been considered but are moot in view of 
the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. Patent No. 
5,696,965 to Dedrick (hereinafter "Dedrick") in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,1 15,709 to Gilmour et al. 
(hereinafter "Gilmour"). 

Regarding claim 1, Dedrick discloses a method of using a system [10] (fig. 1) with at least one of 
audio, image, and a video (electronic information; col. 4, lines 35-45) comprising a plurality of frames 
comprising the steps of: 

(a) providing a usage preferences description (profile; col. 3, lines 18-40), describing 
preferences of a user with respect to the use of said at least one audio, image, and video, where 
said description includes multiple preferences (col. 6, lines 12-20); and 

(b) providing a protection attribute with respect to at least one of said preferences indicating 
whether said one of said preferences is considered public or private (col. 5, lines 50-65). 
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Dedrick fails to disclose, however, that said protection attribute comprises a binary number of bits 
equal to the number of said preferences and where each bit of said binary number indicates whether a 
preference is to be public or private. 

In an analogous art, Gilmour discloses a usage profile comprising a protection attribute (col. 17, 
lines 58-62), wherein said protection attribute comprises a binary number of bits equal to the number of 
said preferences (col. 18, lines 46-59) and where each bit of said binary number indicates whether a 
preference is to be public or private (col. 19, lines 4-14), thereby permitting the user to selectively 
designate what elements of said profile will be accessible to a third party (col. 18, lines 59-66). 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the usage 
preferences description of Dedrick to include a privacy attribute comprising a binary number of bits equal 
to the number of said preferences and where each bit of said binary number indicates whether a 
preference is to be public or private, as taught by Gilmour, for the benefit of providing users with greater 
control over the accessibility of information contained in their profiles. 

As to claim 2, Dedrick and Gilmour together disclose the method of claim 1 wherein said at least 
one of said audio, image, and video is video (Dedrick, col. 4, lines 35-45). 

As to claim 3, Dedrick and Gilmour together disclose the method of claim 2 further comprising 
the step of limiting access to preferences associated with said protection attribute based upon said 
protection attribute (Gilmour, col. 17, lines 62-65). 

As to claim 4, Dedrick and Gilmour together disclose the method of claim 3 wherein said access 
is limited to a remote located service provider of said video (Dedrick, col. 5, lines 51-55). 
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As to claim 5, Dedrick and Gilmour together disclose the method of claim 1 wherein said 
protection attribute is binary (Gilmour, col. 19, lines 4-14). 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to Christopher M. Lambrecht whose telephone number is (571) 272-7297. The examiner can 
normally be reached on 9:30 AM - 6:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Christopher Grant can be reached on (571) 272-7294. The fax phone number for the organization where 
this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained 
from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available 
through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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